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Background 
This document contains information of relevance for LOAD from the following HELCOM meetings and 

projects which have been held since the 7th meeting of the HELCOM LOAD expert group: 

− 46th meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 46-2014) 

− 7th meeting of the Group on the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (Gear) 

− 2nd workshop of the Project on Operationalization of HELCOM core indicators (CORESET II) 

− Project on revision of HELCOM Monitoring Programmes (MORE) 

Further, information of progress of PLC-5.5, PLC-6 and PLUS projects will be provided in separate meeting 

documents. 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to take note and make use of the relevant outcomes from HELCOM meetings and 
workshops, in particular that HOD 46-2014: 

 noted the suggestion by Sweden on the organization of a workshop, back-to-back with a meeting 

dealing with LOAD issues, to discuss and secure a common approach to the new reporting item in 

the PLC guidelines which relates to uncertainty on national data sets 

 noted that the updating and full operationalization of the MAI-CART follow-up will require further 

work and filling in the knowledge gaps, e.g. regarding transboundary inputs, for which dedicated 

expert resources and a formal arrangement, or a project will need to be established, and requested 

the new Working Group PRESSURE to prioritize this work and come up with a proposal how the 

work could be organized for the HOD 47-2014 meeting in December 

 agreed that the follow-up of the MAI/CART scheme could be a relevant topic for the Stakeholder 

Conference to be held in March 2015 
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Information of relevance to LOAD from recent HELCOM meetings and 

projects 
46th meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 46-2014), 16-17 September, Helsinki, Finland 
The meeting adopted the new streamlined structure of HELCOM (cf. document 2-1), including the Terms of 

Reference of the new Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area, 

Pressure (tentative name)* which will take over the role of LOAD (cf. document 9-1). 

The meeting took note of the establishment of the Intersessional Group on Programmes of Measures (IG 

PoM). The working group will develop a proposal for joint documentation of existing and planned measures 

to reach Good Environmental Status, and explore possibilities to develop plans for new joint or coordinated 

measures, with the view of preparing a joint report related to programmes of measures that the 

Contracting Parties that are also EU Member States can use as a joint component when reporting MSFD 

Article 13, by the end of 2015.  

The meeting supported that the GEAR Group will develop an Action Plan to improve coherence in 

approaches of the countries and close knowledge gaps that have been identified in the course of the 

implementation of the BSAP as well as MSFD as far as EU countries are concerned. The Action Plan should 

be ready by the end of 2014 and cover planning until 2018.  

The meeting stressed the importance of that the HELCOM core indicators are developed jointly through the 

HELCOM CORESET II project  and encouraged all Contracting Parties to participate in the project. 

The meeting considered the request by MONAS to clarify when the MAI/CART should be reached and took 

note of the reference by the Executive Secretary to the relevant provision in BSAP and the 2013 Ministerial 

Declaration. 

The meeting noted that the lack of a HELCOM expert group on hazardous substances is hindering the work 

of developing core indicators and coordinated monitoring programmes of hazardous substances. 

The meeting took note of the presentation on the project description of the Second Holistic Assessment of 
the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) and noted that GEAR has agreed in principle that the Second Holistic Assessment 
should be developed so that it can be used by the Contracting Parties also being EU Member States as a 
joint roof report for the 2018 reporting obligations under MSFD Articles 8, 9, and 10. The meeting agreed in 
principle on the project HOLAS II recognizing that some components need further development.  

Following up the discussion at the LAND meeting, the meeting took note that Finland would like to receive 
more information from Poland related to calculation of the nutrient input from the Wislinka and Police 
phosphogypsum dumpsites to the Baltic Sea to gain a clear picture of the impact of the dumpsite on the 
marine environment. Poland emphasised that mass media is not a confident source of information on the 
state of the environment. Poland indicated that the information provided by experts concerning 
environmental situation around Wislinka phosphogypsum stack is reliable and all the necessary measures 
were implemented. Partners agreed to continue cooperation in exchanging information related to sources 
of negative environmental load in cooperative and open way in the frame of the Working Group PRESSURE. 

The meeting considered the draft PLC-5.5 final report (document 4-18) and noted that Germany need an 

additional week for finalizing reviewing of the PLC-5.5 and submission of the comments to the Secretariat. 

The meeting approved in principle publication of the PLC-5.5 once the comments by Germany are received 

and clarified.  

The meeting considered draft Guidelines for PLC-Water (document 4-21) and took note of a study 

reservation by Russia for national consultations of the final report by 31 October 2014.  

The meeting took note of the comments by Sweden, Finland and Denmark related to compliance of the 

quality assurance procedures of the PLC-Water to the EU requirements and also comparability to OSPAR.  
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The meeting took note of the comment by Sweden that the guidelines have a new reporting item which 

relates to uncertainty on national data sets. The meeting further noted the suggestion of Sweden to 

organize a workshop back-to-back with a meeting dealing with LOAD issues to discuss and secure a 

common approach to this reporting.  

The meeting approved in principle the PLC-Water Guidelines pending the clarification of the study 

reservation by Russia and noting that some further fine-tuning to the guidelines will be made.  

The meeting found it important to start cooperating more closely with river basin commissions in order to 

engage them in the work on CART and PLC and requested Working Group PRESSURE to consider this at 

their first meeting when developing a working programme.  

The meeting took note of progress in conversion the HELCOM database of water born nutrient load to the 

new version designed according to PLC-Water Guidelines and development of the Web Application for 

Reporting and Data Quality Assurance and supported the road map of developing web-based PLC reporting 

system. 

The meeting took note of the information on progress with follow-up of the HELCOM nutrient reduction 

scheme (document 4-17) and supported the roadmap for implementing the MAI-CART follow-up process. 

the Meeting noted that the updating and full operationalization of the MAI-CART follow-up will require 

further work and filling in the knowledge gaps, e.g. regarding transboundary inputs, for which dedicated 

expert resources and a formal arrangement, or a project will need to be established, and requested the 

new Working Group PRESSURE to prioritize this work and come up with a proposal how the work could be 

organized for the HOD 47-2014 meeting in December. 

The meeting took note of the comment by the EU that measures to implement MAI and CART would 

represent an example of coordinated measures that the Contracting Parties being EU member states take 

as part of their programmes of measures under MSFD. 

The meeting also took note of the information by Poland that they intend to have the consultation on their 

CART finalized through a decision of the Council of Ministers as part of the programmes of measures under 

MSFD.  

The meeting discussed the Provisional Agenda for HELCOM 36-2015 (3-4 March 2015), including the 
possibility to arrange a Stakeholder Conference on 2 March 2015 on the implementation of the Marine 
Litter Action Plan, or other chosen theme (document 7-1) and agreed that marine litter as well as follow-up 
of the MAI/CART scheme could be relevant topics for the Stakeholder Conference. However, the Meeting 
considered it was too early to decide on the topic and that a decision should be taken at the next meeting 
of the Heads of Delegation pending further development of the action plan. 

The meeting considered holding a High-Level Segment on 3 March as part of the regular Helsinki 
Commission meeting, followed by a Press Conference. The meeting was of the opinion that it was too early 
to convene a meeting with the aim of producing a new Ministerial Declaration and that there was a need 
for clarification on the purpose and possible form of such a high-level segment. A proposal raised at the 
Meeting was that the high-level segment could take a debate-like form also involving stakeholders. The 
Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chair will provide an amended proposal for the Agenda for 
HELCOM 36-2015 for the next meeting of HOD.  

The 47th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HELCOM HOD 47-2014) will be held on 9-10 December 2014 

in Helsinki, Finland. 

6th meeting of the Group on the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 6-2014), 

26 to 27 March 2014, Berlin, Germany 

The meeting took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach (document 4-6), as 
presented by the Secretariat and discussed the planned activities on the HELCOM Roadmap and how to 
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prioritize the future work, recalling that the activities outlined on the HELCOM Roadmap have been agreed 
by the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial meeting.  

The meeting proposed to prioritize the following issues within the Roadmap, as regards timing of project 
implementation: 

HIGHEST PRIORITY: 

- the development of a holistic assessment, which would also cover other activities on the 

Roadmap including the development of assessment tools and pressure indicators, and  

- the Regional Action Plan (RAP) on marine litter, recognizing that it would also serve to 

strengthen work on regional coherence in the Baltic Sea marine region, and that continued 

cooperation with OSPAR should be sought on the issue of marine litter; 

2nd PRIORITY: 

- the ongoing PLUS-project developing and modernizing the Pollution Load database, being 

critical for the follow up the HELCOM nutrient load reduction scheme; 

- the MORE project to finalize the monitoring guidelines and update of the recommendation 

19/3 as outlined in the Roadmap; 

3rd PRIORITY:  

- continued work within the PROTECT project.  

- development of the biodiversity database including to provide data to the HELCOM holistic 

assessment. 

2nd Workshop of the Project on Operationalization of HELCOM core indicators (CORESET II 

2-2014), 29-30 September 2014, Gothenburg, Sweden 
The meeting took note of the presentation by Mr Lars Svendsen on the candidate indicator ‘Actual inputs of 

nitrogen and phosphorous to the basins’, noting that it is a pressure indicator linked to the HELCOM 

nutrient reduction scheme where the Maximum Allowable Input (MAI) represents the environmental target 

to obtain GES as regards eutrophication parameters (i.e. for nitrogen and phosphorus concentration, Secchi 

depth, oxygen concentration). The indicator includes air and waterborne inputs of total nitrogen and total 

phosphorus distributed to seven sub-basins and the Baltic Sea as a whole. A full draft indicator report is 

ready and available at the CORESET II workspace. 

Project on revision of HELCOM Monitoring Programmes (MORE) 
The meeting of LOAD 7-2014 was informed of the task of the MORE project to produce a joint HELCOM 

Monitoring Manual and that the LOAD expert group had been invited to contribute with information on 

waterborne and airborne inputs of nutrients and contaminants. 

Monitoring sub-programme topic templates on waterborne and airborne inputs of nutrients and 

contaminants were filled in by Mr. Pekka Kotilainen, Ms. Minna Pyhälä, Ms. Tuija Ruoho-Airola, Mr. Lars M. 

Svendsen, Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil Shamsudheen and circulated to LOAD contacts in connection with 

their submission to the meeting of MORE 9-2014 in the end of April. Since then the Secretariat has updated 

the monitoring sub-programme fact sheets of the new HELCOM Monitoring Manual1, which will be 

published on the HELCOM website on 15 October 2014. 

 

                                                           
1 Please note that the Manual will only be accessible as of 15 October 2014, when it is published. 

http://www.helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/

